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Episcop al Residentce

Abstract: This paper presents an in-depth analy-
sis of the mosaic floors discovered in the Episcopal
Residence of Stobi (previously known as “Casino”),
offering insights into the craftsmanship, dating, and
distinct mosaic ateliers involved. Opus tessellatum
mosaics decorated the floors in the dining rooms and
the corridors of the residence, while opus segmen-
tatum mosaics are found in the thermal complex of
the building. The tessellatum mosaic floors exhibit
striking similarities to those in Stobi’s Synagogue II,
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suggesting a shared mosaic atelier and dating to the
middle or second half of the 4" century. In contrast,
opus segmentatum mosaics in the thermal complex,
display different characteristics and likely date to the
first half of the 5™ century. This publication presents,
for the first time, a comprehensive catalog of all mo-
saic floors discovered in this building up to 2023, ac-
companied by extensive technical and photographic
documentation, that facilitates further research into
the artistic evolution of ancient mosaics in Stobi.
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Fig.2 Ground plan of the Episcopal residence. Photo — M. Tutkovski
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Introduction

The Episcopal residence is located in the area be-
tween the Theater and the House of Parthenius, on
the south side of Principalis inferior street (Fig. 1, 2).
Parts of the building (the apsidal room and the two
rooms north of it, part of the thermal complex, and
the eastern corridor) were discovered during the ar-
chaeological research of 1939-40!. During these ex-
cavations, in the large apsidal room, which undoubt-
edly served as a dining room-stibadium, the remains
of two sigma-shaped marble tables were discovered
(Fig. 3, 4, 7). Another smaller marble table with a
rectangular shape (Fig. 5, 7) was found in the adja-
cent room. Several bone dice and a bronze tray, prob-
ably used for dice games, were also unearthed during
the research. These findings led researchers to spec-
ulate that the marble tables were used for gambling,
thus, they named the building “Casino.” This name
was used unfoundedly in subsequent decades?, while
in recent works referring to this building, several au-
thors indicate that the original purpose of the build-
ing was a private residence, which later acquired the
function of an Episcopal residence’.

1 J. Petrovié, U Stobima danas, Glasnik Hrvatskih
zemaljskih muzeja u Sarajevu, Sarajevo 1942, 487-488.

2Dj. Mano-Zissi, Stratigraphic problems and the urban
development of Stobi, Studies in the Antiquities of Stobi 1
(1973),209-210;J. Wiseman & Dj. Mano-Zissi, Excavations
at Stobi, 1971, American Journal of Archaeology 76, No.
4 (1972), 407-408; R. Kolarik, The floor mosaics of Stobi
and their Balkan context, PhD Diss. defended at Harvard
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 1981, 16-21; F.
Hemans, Late antique residences at Stobi, Yugoslavia,
PhD Diss. defended at Boston University, Boston 1986,
156-162; 3. T'eoprues, ,,Casino/Kouxapamnma“ - Crobu:
apxeoJyomKo ucTpaxysame Bo 2005 rommna, KyrimypHo
Hacreocmeso 32-33 (2006-2007), 155-156.

3 J1. TepacuMoBcka, Yiozama Ha scuseanuuumeno 80
KYImypama Ha sicuseerse Hu3z anmuxama 6o P. Maxedonuja,
Cromje 2009, 74-76; P. Makreski, T. Sijakova—lvanova, Z.
Georgiev, D. Balabanova Aleksova, A. A. Reka, B. Boev,
G. Jovanovski, The restored opus sectile panel from the
luxurious episcopal residence in the ancient city of Stobi—
mineralogical and chemical findings, Archaeometry
vol. 65, issue 3 (2022), 2; S. Blazevska, Marble relief
decorated with griffins from Stobi, Marinov Zbornik:
Papers in Honour of Professor Emilio Marin, Zagreb
2022, 201, 205; M. Tutkovski, A Preliminary Study of a
Unique Wooden Table with Opus Sectile Decoration from
Stobi, Honorary volume for Panagiota Asimakopoulou-
Atzaka professor emerita of the Department of History and
Archaeology of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
forthcoming paper.
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Researchers revisited the building in 1973 to doc-
ument and conserve the discovered mosaic floors*.
Smaller-scale excavations in 1981-82 further defined
and documented the discovered portions of the build-
ing. During this time, additional mosaic fragments
were found in the apsidal room, and a fragment of a
third sigma-shaped marble table was also discovered
in the same room (Fig. 6, 7)°. In 1981, a coin depot
with a terminus post quem in 583/4 was discovered
in the room north of the stibadium®. The most recent
excavations at the Episcopal residence, conducted
from 2001 to 20067, led to the near-complete discov-
ery of the building, accompanied by the conservation
of previously uncovered parts of the building?®.

Architecture

The building shares a similar architectural con-
cept with other luxurious residential buildings in Sto-
bi, such as the House of Parthenius, Theodosian Pal-
ace, the House of Peristeria, and the House of Poly-
charmos. The space is organized around the inner
peristyle, which comprises a central courtyard with
a luxurious fountain and a pool on the west side, sur-
rounded by porticoes with colonnades on the north,
east, and south sides. Several incompletely explored
rooms are situated on the western side of the peristyle
(Fig.2, 8). The primary entrance to the building was
located on the west side, connected to a small street
that encircled the theater and continued toward the
Episcopal basilica of Stobi. This street, paved with
large marble blocks originating from the theater, is

4 R. Kolarik, The floor mosaics, 16.

> D. Ivanovi¢, Istrazuvanja vo Stobi: mal proekt -
Cistenje na objektot Kockarnica-Kazino, Stobi Note book
No. 136. The notebook is archived at NI Stobi.

¢ M. Xayu-ManeBa, Hymusmaruuku cBenomiTsa 3a

kpajot Ha VI u VII Bex, Macedoniae Acta Archaeologica
18 (2008), 381-396; M. Hadji-Maneva, Early Byzantine
Coin Circulation in Macedonia Secunda, Cercetari
Numismatice XV (2009), 107-132.

7 3. Teoprues, ,,Casino/Kormkapauma“ - Ctobn, 155.

8 The results of these researches have not yet
been published. A brief description of the building
and a ground plan is published in [I. T'epacumoBcka,
Vioeama na orcuseanuwmemo, 74-75, fig. 106, 196,
but more details about the architecture can be found
in X. TameBcku, IIpomenume 60 apXumeKmoHCKOMO U
ungpacmpykmyprnomo ypeoyearee 80 ypoanume yeHmpu
Ha mepumopujama Ha P. Makedonuja 6o nepuodom o0
Huoxneyujan 0o HUpaxnuj, PhD Diss. defended at the
University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje, Skopje
2020, 388-394.



Fig.3 Sigma-shaped marble table discovered in the
stibadium. Photo — M. Tutkovski

Fig.4 Sigma-shaped marble table discovered in the
stibadium. Photo — M. Tutkovski

Fig.5 Rectangular marble table discovered in the room north of the

stibadium. Photo — M. Tutkovski

known as Via Episcopalis (Fig.1,2)°. The corridors of
the peristyle feature mosaic floors in opus tessella-
tum, while the central courtyard is paved with stone
slabs. On the northern and southern sides of the peri-
style, there are three rooms each, with only the north-
ern side rooms having been discovered thus far. The
central room, serving as a dining room-triclinium',
features a mosaic floor executed in opus tessellatum,
while the adjacent room on the west has a ceramic
tile floor. The entrance to the thermal complex of
the residence is located in the northeast corner of the
peristyle. It consists of a central room surrounded by
three tubs, a praefurnium, sudatorium, caldarium,

® F. Hemans, Late antique residences at Stobi, 47,
M. HBanoscku, B. Manenko, Emmckoncka Oa3uimka,

nokamuter Ctobu, Maxedooncku apxeonowxu npeaied 1
(2008), 106-109.

10 More about the functions of the rooms in the Episcopal
Residence, see in M. TyrtkoBcku, Joynoanmuuxume
mozauyu 00 P. Maxeoonuja, PhD Diss. defended at the
University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje, Skopje
2022, 270-275.
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Fig.6 Fragment of a sigma-shaped
marble table discovered in the
stibadium. Photo — M. Tutkovski

Fig.7 Marble tables discovered in the Episcopal
residence. Drawing — NI Stobi archive, M. Tutkovski.
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Fig.9 Marble slabs with reliefs depicting griffins. Photo — M. Tutkovski

and a latrine on the eastern side!'. The floors in the
thermal complex are covered with large marble slabs,
and opus segmentatum mosaics are found on the cor-
ridor floor leading from the central room to the la-
trine, as well as in the northern part of the same room.

The large apsidal room, designed as a dining
room-stibadium, is situated to the east of the per-
istyle. The room’s floor was adorned with mosaic
in opus tessellatum, featuring an octagonal foun-
tain in the central area. The dining room is flanked
by rooms on both sides, with only two rooms on the
north side having been uncovered. The eastern room,
with a floor made of stone slabs, connects to one of

' X. Tanescku, [lpomenume 60 apXumexmoHckomo u Fig.10 Marble slab - trapesophoros with relief
ungpacmpyxnmypromo ypeoyearse, 389-390. decorations of griffins. Photo — NI NCC archive
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Fig.11 Wall paintings in the triclinium: a) In situ paintings on the west wall.
b) East wall paintings fallen on the floor mosaic. Photo — M. Tutkovski

the rooms, most probably apodyterium from the
thermal complex on the west.

Throughout its existence, the building under-
went several reconstructions and space remod-
ellings that cannot be precisely determined due
to unpublished archaeological research results!?.
Field observations suggest at least three distinct
construction phases. The rooms of the thermal
complex, as noted by F. Hemans in 1981, were
later additions to the original structure of the
Residence'. The floor in the central courtyard
was renewed with new layer of stone slabs, and
the entrances on the eastern side of the courtyard
were walled. Two mosaic phases have been iden-
tified in the triclinium, and remains of mortar
floors are preserved above certain mosaic posi-
tions in the northern and southern corridors. The
central room of the thermal complex also exhib-
its a similar situation, with a partition wall and a
staircase leading to the tub in the northern wall
built over the mosaic decoration.

The archaeological excavations in this build-
ing produced a significant number of movable
findings, with only a small portion having been
examined and published. Some of these findings

12 X. Tanescku, IIpomenume 60 apXumekmoHcKOmo u . o . o
unghpacmpykmypromo ypedyearse, 393. Fig.12 Fragments of wall paintings with depictions

3 F. Hemans, Late antique residences at Stobi, 161-162. of saints. Photo — M. Tutkovski
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Fig.13 Fragments of wall paintings with incised inscription. Photo — M. Tutkovski

have already been mentioned in this paper, and in the
following section, some of the most important dis-
coveries made during the excavations in 2005-06 will
be briefly discussed.

The excavations of the peristyle pool revealed
two marble slabs with relief representations of grif-
fins (Fig.9), and another marble slab with relief rep-
resentations of griffins on both sides (Fig.10). The
first two reliefs are carved from a single marble slab,
originally part of an Attic sarcophagus'4, while the
third slab originally served as a pedestal for a marble
table - trapesophoros. All these elements, most like-
ly were repurposed as decorations for the fountain in
the Episcopal Residence. In the small dining room,
1.€., the triclinium, researchers discovered remnants
of wall paintings on the western and southern walls,
with parts of the painting from the eastern wall found
fallen on the mosaic floor. The room’s decoration in-
cludes painted imitations of marble panels separated
by columns, with only small fragments preserved in
the lowermost zone (Fig.11). During the excavations
in the building, several fragments of wall paintings
were found, including two representations of saints
(Fig.12), suggesting the Christian affiliation of the
building’s owners and possibly the existence of a
small chapel within the residence'. In this context,
particular attention should be paid to a partially pre-
served Greek inscription engraved on a fresco frag-
ment (Fig.13), where the word “amoctoAog” or apos-
tle is clearly recognizable. Other findings confirming
the Christian affiliation of the residence’s owners

4°S. Blazevska, Marble relief decorated with griffins,
201-211.

5 The fresco fragments, featuring representations of
saints, have a concave shape, suggesting their original
placement on a curved surface, possibly adorning the
semi-dome of an apse or an arch.
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Fig.14 Detail of a wooden sigma-shaped table with
opus sectile decoration. Photo — M. Tutkovski

include a marble slab decorated with relief cross-
es, discovered in the southern corridor and a silver
cross with the engraved inscription “YTIEP EY XHX”
and the monogram with the name “Aewv” found in
the peristyle pool's. The most significant find in this
building are the burned remains of a sigma-shaped
wooden table adorned with opus sectile decoration
made from various minerals such as magnesite,
quartz, dolomite, ankerite, cuprite, wiistite, beryl,
and hematite!”. Some of the square tiles, construct-

16 D. Spasova, A Corpus of Early Christian Metal
Crosses from Stobi, Studies in the Antiquities of Stobi IV,
Stobi 2018, 393-408.

7 JI. PoGeBa-Uykoscka, 3. Teoprume, b. Boes,
HcrpaxyBama Ha paHOXpHCTHjaHCKaTa WHTap3Mja oI
Apxeonomknor nokamurer Crodw, [lampumonuym.MK
3-4, 5-6 (2009), 233-238; P. Makreski et.all., The restored
opus sectile panel, 1-17. Initial study regarding the form,
function, and decoration of this artefact is published in
M. Tutkovski, A Preliminary Study of a Unique Wooden
Table, forthcoming paper.



Fig.16 Episcopal residenc

ed from transparent quartz with gilding, feature re-
lief representations of birds surrounding a kantharos
(Fig.14), thus associating it with well-known illustra-
tions of the first verse of Psalm 41'3, This exceeding-
ly rare and luxurious artefact with Christian features
further solidifies the theory that this sumptuous pal-
ace, directly connected to the new Episcopal Basili-
ca in Stobi, belonged to church dignitaries from the
bishopric of Stobi®®.

18 More about the illustrations of 41 Psalm of David,
see in: E. lumutpoa, Yetupuecer u mnpBuoT laBumos

NcajJM — HMKOHOrpadcka Iapajurma Ha XpHCTHjaHCKaTa
antuka, [lampumonuym MK. 1-2 (2007), 65-76.

19 The structure situated north of the Episcopal Basilica
has been referred to as the “Episcopal Residence” in older
literature. Although there are no conclusive indicators to
substantiate this classification, it remains plausible that
this building served as the original episcopal residence,
coexisting with the Old Episcopal Basilica in Stobi.
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e — stibadium. Mosaic bordure towards south wall. Photo — M. Tutkovski

Mosaic Decoration in the Building

The discovery of mosaic floors in this building
spanned multiple archaeological campaigns conduct-
ed in 1940, 1973, 1981-82, and 2005-06. Djordje
Mano Zisi and Ruth Kolarik published several mosa-
ic fragments found in the western section of the sti-
badium, along with parts of mosaics within the east-
ern corridor up until 1973%, The remaining mosaics
uncovered in subsequent archaeological campaigns,
will be published for the first time in this papaer?!.

20 Dj. Mano-Zissi, Stratigraphic problems, 209-210; R.
Kolarik, The floor mosaics, 16-21.

2L Tt is important to note that 1. Mikuléik, Stobi: An
ancient city, Skopje 2003, 166, has presented entirely
inaccurate drawings of the mosaics, which do not align
with the actual designs and patterns discovered during
archaeological excavations. This same misleading
illustration was also replicated in [I. T'epacumoBcka,
Vaoeama na srcuseanuwmemo, fig.106, 196.



Fig.18 Episcopal residence.
Partial reconstruction of mosaic
decoration in the stibadium.
Drawing — M. Tutkovski

Mosaic in the Large Dining Room - Stibadium
Dimensions, technique and materials used

The mosaic used to cover the entire surface of
the room, measuring 15.3 x 10.3 meters, but only
ten fragments have been preserved, with the largest
measuring 8.8 x 1.2 meters, and the rest smaller, not
exceeding 3.5 x 1.3 meters. The mosaic decoration is
made in opus tessellatum, using precisely cut tesserae
made from various materials, including white mar-
ble, yellowish tuff, pinkish andesite, dark red ande-
site, light gray-greenish sandstone, and blue-greenish
limestone. The tesserae for the outer frames measure
1.6 to 1.9 cm, while the rest of the mosaic uses small-
er tesserae ranging from 0.8 to 1.3 cm. The mosaic’s
substrate comprises a statumen layer, 10 to 14 cm
high, composed of stones and bricks, followed by a
5-6 cm layer of hydrostatic mortar - rudus. On top of
this, the nucleus is placed, made of lime mortar with

167

Fig.17 Episcopal residence —
stibadium. Mosaic decoration in
the south-east corner. Photo — M.
Tutkovski

crushed brick, up to 6 cm high. The tesserae are em-
bedded in a thin layer of white lime mortar with small
admixtures of crushed brick.

Mosaic decoration

Only a few fragments of the mosaic remain, locat-
ed along the side walls, two in the central part of the
apse, and two more in the western part of the room
(Fig.7). These fragments allow only a partial recon-
struction of the mosaic design, which likely consisted
of three decorative units: the apse, a larger rectangu-
lar area in the central part surrounding the fountain,
and another rectangular area on the western side.

The apse mosaic fragments feature a chessboard
pattern with diagonally placed rows of white and
grey-greenish squares (Fig.15). The field contains
cross-shaped motifs executed in dark red and yellow-
ish colors. Only fragments of the outer border fram-



Fig.19 Episcopal residence —
stibadium. Mosaic decoration
in the south-west corner.
Photo — M. Tutkovski
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Fig.20 Episcopal residence — stibadium. Mosaic decoration in the north-west corner. Photo — M. Tutkovski

ing the chessboard with unrecognizable decoration  creating a pattern of cubes in perspective. Only one
have been preserved. small fragment of a Solomon’s knot inscribed in a

In the central field, a six-strand guilloche bor- ~ square is preserved within this pattern (Fig.21).
der with gray-green outlines encircles the mosaic
(Fig.16). In the southeast corner, next to the border, Mosaics in the Corridors
a small fragment with partially preserved decoration
is preserved, consisting of an octagonal field with an
eight-pointed rosette and part of a cruciform field The southern corridor mosaic has a length of 10
decorated with an interlaced band (Fig.17). Based  meters, and the eastern corridor’s mosaic measures
on these decorative elements, it is assumed that the  a total length of 8 meters. In the northern corridor,
entire space around the fountain was filled with alter- ~ two mosaic fragments with irregular shapes and di-
nating octagonal and cruciform fields decorated with ~ mensions of 3 x 1.5 meters and 0.5 x 0.4 meters were
simple geometric motifs (Fig.18). discovered. The mosaics in the corridors are made in
opus tessellatum with tesserae measuring 1 to 1.3 cm,
while larger tesserae ranging from 1.6 to 2 cm are
used for the bordures. The tesserae are made from

Dimensions, technique and materials used

The western part of the room features a simple
bichromate border with a wavy line and spiral mo-
tifs framing the mosaic on the south and west sides ) > )
(Fig.19). On the north side, a wider border with a the same materlals as the la?ge dining room-stlpa-
chessboard pattern, similar to the apse mosaic, is pres- dium: white marble, yellowish tuff, gray-greenish

ent (Fig.20). Inside the field, remnants of geometric sandstone,.pinl.dsh andesite, dark red andesite, and
fields with square and rhomboid shapes are visible, blue-greenish limestone. The substrate for the mosa-
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@8 Fig.21 Episcopal
residence — stibadium.
. Mosaic decoration
towards west wall.

Photo — M. Tutkovski

Fig.22 Episcopal residence — peristyle. Mosaic decoration in the east corridor. Photo — M. Tutkovski

ics consists of a statumen layer made of stones and
bricks, approximately 10 cm high, followed by a ru-
dus layer of hydrostatic plaster, 4-5 cm high. The nu-
cleus is also hydrostatic mortar, 2-3 cm high, and the
tesserae are embedded in a layer of white lime mortar
with small admixtures of crushed brick.

Mosaic decoration

East Corridor

The preserved mosaic decoration in the southern
half of the corridor includes a mosaic inscription at
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the entrance to the dining room (Fig.22)?2. Only a few
Greek letters remain, arranged in three rows:
Cr...
NA...
CEK...
The inscription is rendered in gray-greenish color

on a white background, surrounded by serrated saw-
tooth bordure made with the same colors (Fig.23).

22 Dj. Mano-Zissi, Stratigraphic problems, 209-210.
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Fig.23 Episcopal residence — peristyle. Detail of the
mosaic inscription in the east corridor. Photo — NI

Stobi archive.

The southern part of the corridor features a rectangu-
lar mosaic panel with intersecting octagons and hex-
agons, framed by gray-greenish and white outlines.
The hexagonal fields are decorated with V-shaped
bands in various colors, while the square fields dis-
play quatrefoil motifs.

South Corridor

In the eastern part of the southern corridor, a rec-
tangular field with intersecting octagons is present
(Fig.24). To the west, another rectangular field with
intersecting circles and quatrefoil motifs fills the
space. The circles are created using white tesserae,
with alternating dark red and gray-green interior sec-
tions. The central part of the circles is adorned with
serrated rhomboid fields rendered in white. The west-
ernmost panel is separated from the rest by a guil-
loche border, composed of two intertwined bands
of different colors. Within this panel, a network of
interconnected peltae forms motifs that bear a resem-
blance to swastikas (Fig.24,25).

North Corridor

In the northern corridor, two mosaic fragments
were discovered. The smaller fragment represent-
ing a four-strand guilloche bordure identical to that
in the south corridor is located next to the southern
wall, continuing westward into the unexplored part.
The larger fragment in the central part consists of ge-
ometric pattern of intersecting circles, similar to the
central field in the southern corridor but with a richer
color palette (Fig.26).

Mosaics in the triclinium

Dimensions, technique and materials used

Only a 5.3-meter-long and 0.2-meter-wide strip
of the first-phase mosaic was discovered along the
southern wall. The mosaic from the second phase
used to cover the entire 5.3 x 4.5-meter room, but
only about 20% of it remains preserved.

The first-phase mosaic is executed in opus tessel-
latum with tesserae around 1.3 cm in size, composed
of white marble, yellowish tuff, gray-greenish sand-

Fig.24 Episcopal residence — peristyle. Mosaic decoration in the south corridor. Photo — M. Tutkovski
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Fig.25 Episcopal residence — peristyle. Partial reconstruction of the mosaic decoration in the east and south
corridor. Drawing — M. Tutkovski

stone, and dark red andesite. The
substrate has not been examined.

The second-phase mosaic em-
ployed opus tessellatum as well, us-
ing tesserae made of various materi-
als, including white marble, yellow-
ish tuff, pinkish andesite, dark red
andesite, gray-greenish sandstone,
blue-greenish limestone, and pale
purple limestone. Larger tesserae
(1.3 to 1.6 cm) were used for outer
decorative fields and borders, while
smaller ones (around 1 cm) formed
central motifs. The mosaic substrate
has been partially investigated, con-
sisting of layers of white lime mor-
tar with crushed brick admixtures,
a 3-4 cm pink lime mortar nucleus,
and extremely hard white lime mor-
tar rudus. In the southern part of the
room, the first-phase mosaic was
used as a replacement for the new
mosaic substrate’s rudus. A 2-3 cm
high pink mortar layer was placed
on top of the first-phase mosaic, fol-

Fig.26 Episcopal residence. Mosaic decoration in the triclinium and
the north corridor. Photo — M. Tutkovski
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Fig.27 Episcopal residence. Partial reconstruction of the mosaic decoration in the triclinium.
Drawing — M. Tutkovski

lowed by the bedding layer and the tesserae of the
second phase.

Mosaic decoration

First Phase

Only a thin strip of the first-phase mosaic remains,
which features a gray-greenish line on a white back-
ground, and in the corners, there are small portions
of decoration preserved, consisting of strips in white,
dark red, yellow, and gray-green colors (Fig.26,27).

Second Phase

The mosaic’s preserved fragments allow a partial
reconstruction of its appearance. It was framed on
all sides by a gray-green band decorated with jagged
rhombuses in white tesserae, except on the southern
side. A wide band with a “IT” shape covered the cen-
tral mosaic decoration on all sides except the south
(Fig.26,27). This band featured a multiplied fish scale
motif in white tesserae with three alternating diago-
nal color combinations. The next bordure is double
straight looped guilloche which is framing the cen-
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tral square field of the mosaic. Circular field formed
by another guilloche border of four interlaced bands
of two-color combinations on a gray-green back-
ground is inscribed in the square field. The spaces
in the corners of the square field were decorated as
well, but only part of the decoration is preserved in
the southeast corner, depicting a kantharos with ivy
scrolls and leaves, executed in gray-green and blue-
green tesserae on a white background (Fig.28). The
ivy leaves were filled with pale purple, while the
kantharos body had a multi-colored fan motif with
white outlines. Only small areas with impressions of
tesserae in the bedding layer remain from the central
circular field’s decoration.

Mosaics in the thermal complex

Dimensions, technique and materials used

Mosaic 1 covers the entire corridor, measuring 4.8
meters long and 0.9 meters width, while Mosaic 2
represents a compact unit with dimensions of 1.5 x
0.6 meters, with an extension on the western side of
about 1 meter, which is covered by a later partition
wall and staircase.



Fig.29 Episcopal residence — thermal complex. Mosaic floor in the corridor. Photo — M. Tutkovski

Both mosaics are executed in opus segmentatum
with large and irregularly shaped tiles. Mosaic 1 em-
ployed tiles with dimensions ranging from 2 to 9 cm,
made from various types of marble, serpentine, and
limestone. Mosaic 2 featured white, light gray, and
greenish marble tiles. The tiles in both mosaics were
mostly created by cutting previously polished mar-
ble slabs, likely intended for floor or wall decoration.
The mosaic substrate for Mosaic 1 has not been ex-
amined, while Mosaic 2 has a nucleus made of hy-
drostatic mortar about 10cm thick.
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Mosaic decoration

Mosaic 1

The mosaic in the corridor comprises a series of
simple geometric motifs using black-green and dark
gray tiles on a white background. The motifs include
a circle filled with pinkish and yellowish tiles, a rec-
tangle, a rectangular panel with an inscribed concave
rhombus, an elongated rectangular field divided into
three parts with various designs, and a square field
with a single band in the middle, framed by pink mar-
ble slabs (Fig.29).

Mosaic 2
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Fig.30 Episcopal residence — thermal complex. Mosaic floor in the central room. Photo — M. Tutkovski

Positioned along the northern wall of the bath,
Mosaic 2 featured simple geometric motifs, includ-
ing a rectangular panel with a greenish band on a
white background, a circular motif with four green-
ish leaves, and a representation of a rhombus at the
western end (Fig.30).

An analysis of the mosaics reveals that two dis-
tinct mosaic workshops were active in the Episco-
pal Residence, employing different techniques for
the mosaic floors. The mosaics in opus tessellatum,
found in the two dining rooms and in the corridors
of the peristyle, can be attributed to one mosaic at-
elier. The works of this mosaicists are recognizable
through the creation of mosaic decoration character-
ized by geometric designs and motifs that are formed
by relatively precise drawings, featuring harmonious
forms that exhibit a prominent sense of symmetry
and color harmony.

In contrast, the two mosaics in the thermal com-
plex, created in opus segmentatum, were likely exe-
cuted by either another workshop or, more probably,
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by single artisan characterized by a much rougher
craftsmanship of mosaic floors. These mosaics show-
case freely formed geometric designs lacking sym-
metry, with simple and irregularly shaped motifs.

Comparative analysis of the mosaics

Mosaics in opus tessellatum:

The mosaics in the dining rooms and corridors
of the Episcopal Residence share technical, icono-
graphic, and stylistic similarities with those from the
second phase of the Synagogue II in Stobi?. These

3 Djordje Mano-Zissi was the first to identify
similarities among certain mosaics from the Episcopal
Residence and the Synagogue II in Stobi. See: Dj. Mano-
Zissi, Stratigraphic problems, 209-210; R. Kolarik, M.
Petrovski, Technical Observations on Mosaics at Stobi,
Studies in the Antiquities of Stobi 11, Beograd 1975, 74-
75, 104; R. Kolarik, The floor mosaics of Stobi and their
Balkan context, PhD Diss. Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts 1981, 197-201.
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similarities encompass several aspects, including
the careful craftsmanship of the mosaic tesserae,
the technique of inserting them in the bedding
layer with small interstices, the choice of ma-
terials, tesserae dimensions and colors. Addi-
tionally, specific geometric designs and motifs
such as chessboard patterns, interconnected pel-
tae patterns, orthogonal pattern of adjacent fish
scales, double and six-strand guilloche bordures
and serrated saw-tooth bordures, that frame the
partially preserved inscriptions in both locations
(Fig.31,32). This evidence strongly suggests that
the opus tessellatum mosaics in the Episcopal
Residence and those from the second phase of
the Synagogue II are created by the same mosaic
workshop.

Mosaics in opus segmentatum:

The distinct mosaic technique employed in
the thermal complex of the Episcopal Residence
also appears in three rooms of the Theodosian
Palace in Stobi. In the apsidal part of the large
dining room (stibadium) in the Theodosian Pal-
ace, there is a non-decorative opus segmentatum
floor. Additionally, the central courtyard and the
raised platform in room 3 of the palace feature
mosaic decorations executed in opus segmen-
tatum **. However, there are notable differences
between these mosaics and those in the Episco-
pal Residence. While the mosaics in the Theodo-
sian Palace exhibit relatively precise and harmo-
nious shapes arranged symmetrically, the mosa-
ics in the Episcopal Residence display rougher
craftsmanship, irregularly shaped elements,
and a lack of symmetrical arrangement (Fig.29,30).
Based on the existing evidences, it can be assumed
that the mosaics in the thermal complex of the Epis-
copal Residence were created by a different mosaic
workshop or, more likely, by a single mosaic artist
who drew inspiration from the mosaics in the Theo-
dosian Palace.

24 D. Gerasimovska, Importance of Decoration in the
House of Parthenius in Stobi, Studies in the Antiquities
of Stobi 1V, Stobi 2018, 238-259; M. TyTkoBcKH,
Jloynoanmuukume mozauyu, 152-158.

Fig.32 Synagogue II. Preserved mosaic fragment with
inscription. Courtesy of Ruth Kolarik.
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Dating of the building and the mosaics

The excavations conducted thus far have not pro-
vided archaeological evidence suitable for precise
dating of the construction and its various phases. The
Episcopal Residence belongs to the group of luxuri-
ous residential structures constructed on the middle
terrace of the ancient city of Stobi, likely toward the
end of the 3" or early 4™ century®. Originally serving
as a private residence for a member of the aristocra-

% J1. TepacuMoBcKa, Yiocama na scuseanuwmento, 75



cy, it retained this function until the late 5 century
when it became the episcopal residence following the
construction of the new Episcopal Basilica?®. Several
construction interventions during the 5™ and 6" cen-
turies have been identified in different areas of the
Episcopal Residence, suggesting that the building
continued to evolve. It ultimately fell out of use by
the end of the 6™ century?, as indicated by the dis-
covery of a coin depot with a terminus post quem of
583/4 in the room north of the stibadium?,.

Analyzes of the opus tessellatum mosaics in the
Episcopal Residence have confirmed their common
origin with the second-phase mosaics in Synagogue
II of Stobi. Given that the Synagogue Il mosaics are
dated to the middle or second half of the 4™ centu-
ry®, it can be reasonably concluded that the mosaic
decoration in the Episcopal Residence was also cre-
ated during this period. On the other hand, the mosaic
floors in the thermal complex appear to be of a later
date, as they were created by different mosaic artists
who attempted to replicate the style of the mosaics
found in the Theodosian Palace in Stobi. Given that
the mosaics in the Theodosian Palace are dated to the
late 4™ or early 5™ century®, the opus segmentatum
mosaics in the Episcopal Residence’s thermal com-
plex can be roughly dated to the first half of the 5™
century.

26 More about the dating of the Episcopal Basilica —
phase I, see in: C.S. Snively, The Episcopal Basilica at
Stobi in Context, Studies in the Antiquities of Stobi IV, Stobi
2018,288-290; G. Pavlovski, S. Blazevska, Archaeological
Evidence for Earthquakes in Stobi, Monumenta Vol. 2-3
(2017-2018), 59; M. TyTrkoBcku, Mo3anuHata Jiekopaiuja
on mpsara ¢asza Ha Emuckorckara 6asunuka Bo Ctobw,
Hampumonuym. MK 18 (2020), 186-188.

27 JI. PobGesa-UykoBcka, 3. Teoprues, b. boes,
HctpakyBamba Ha paHOXpUCTHjaHCKara WHTap3uja, 233;
. I'epacumoBcka, Yioeama na soccuseanuwmemo, 75.

28 M. Xangu-Manesa, Hymusmarnuku csemomrea 381-
396; M. Hadji-Maneva, Early Byzantine Coin Circulation,
107-132.

» J. Wiseman, Dj. Mano-Zissi, Excavations at Stobi,
1971, 408-411; R. Kolarik, M. Petrovski, Technical
Observations on Mosaics at Stobi, 71-75, 104; R. Kolarik,
The floor mosaics of Stobi, 197-201.

30 M. TyrtkoBckH, Joynoanmuukume mosauyu, 159-
160.

176

It is noteworthy that all of the mosaic floors in this
building were laid down in the period when the build-
ing was still a private residence, and according to the
present knowledge, most of them remained in use
even after the building was repurposed as the Epis-
copal Residence in the late 5" or beginning of the
6™ century. Mosaic floors adorned the rooms of the
Episcopal Residence until the end of the 6™ century
when the building was eventually abandoned.



Mumko TYTKOBCKH

MO3ANYHATA JEKOPAIINJA O EITUCKOIICKATA
PESUJAEHIINJA BO CTOBHA

Pesume

Bo 0Boj Tpya ce mpe3eHTUpaHH MO3aUYHUTE
MOJIOBM KOM Ce OTKpUeHHM BO Emuckorickara pesu-
nermja ox Crobm (rpambara ¢ WMEHYBaHa Kako
»Kolkapauna“ wim ,,KaznuHo* Bo mocrapara jure-
parypa). Enuckomckara pe3uaeHIMja UMa CIMYHA
ApXUTEKTOHCKA KOHLEMIHja CO OCTaHATUTE JYKCY3-
HU pesueHijanan o0jektu ox CTtoOu, KakBU IITO
ce Kykara na Ilaprennj, Teomocujanckara manara,
Kykara na Ilepuctepuja m Kykara ma I[lommxapm.
[IpBoOuTHATA rpanda Koja HajBepojaTHO OWIa IOAWT -
Hara KoH KpajoT Ha Il win Bo mouetokoT Ha IV Bek
nmana (QyHKLIMja Ha MpUBaTHA Pe3UICHIN]a, a KOH
KpajoT Ha V WM BO MOUYETOTKOT Ha VI Bek, 0MHOCHO
mo u3rpandara Ha HoBaTta Emmckoricka 6a3uivka BO
Crtobu, oBaa rpamba ja mobumna ¢pyHkmnujara Ha Emwc-
KOIICKa pe3uICHIINja.

Pesunennujara mma rojgem Opoj Ha MPOCTOPUHU
OpTaHU3UpPaHH OKOJY BHATPEIIHUOT MEPUCTHI KOj ce
COCTOM OJ] IEHTPAJICH ABOP €O JIyKCy3Ha ()OHTaHa U
0a3eH Ha 3amajHaTa cTpaHa. Kopumopu co kojaoHaau
rO 3aTBOpaar ICHTPATHHUOT JBOP O] CEBEpHATA, UC-
TOYHATA M jy’)KHaTa CTpaHa, a KOH HUB CE Ha/I0BP3Y-
Baar MOBEKe MPOCTOPHH, O] KOM €AMHCTBEHO OHHE Ha
HCTOYHATA U CEBEpHATa CTpaHa c€ OTKPUEHH peYrcU
BO 1enocT. Ha ceBepHara cTpaHa o NEpUCTUIOT UMa
TPH TPOCTOPHH, OJf KOU CPEAUIIHATA MMana (QyHK-
[Mja Ha TpIe3apHja-TPUKIMHUYM, a Ha HUCTOIHATA
CTpaHa O[] MEPUCTHIIOT € JIOIMpaHa rojeMara arcu-
JlaJTHA MIPOCTOpHja Koj nMmana (pyHKIMja Ha Tpre3a-
puja-ctubanuym. Bo ceBepoMCTOYHMOT A€ O rpaj-
Oara ce Haola ¥ TEPMATHUOT KOMILJIEKC KOj C€ COCTOU
07 TTOBEKE MPOCTOPUH CO Pa3IUYHA HAMEHA.

Mo3zann Bo opus tessellatum ce OTKpHUEHH BO
JBETE TPIIE3apuH M BO TPUTE KOPUAOPHU OJ HEpuUC-
TWJIOT HAa PE3UIEHLHM]aTa, a HA JBE JIOKALUU Of Tep-
MaJTHHOT KOMIUIEKC C€ OTKPHEHH MO3au4YHU MOTOBH
nU3pabOTCHU BO opus segmentatum.

Hajronem nen ox mozaunute Bo opus tessellatum
ce COYyBaHM caMoO BO ()parMEHTH, a CAUHCTBEHO BO

JY’)KHHOT KOPHJOp € COYyBaHa IOrojemMa Mo3amdHa
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MOBpINUHA, KOja, UCTO Taka, MpeTpresia CepUO3HU
omTeryBama. CouyBaHara MO3aWYHAa JeKopalyja
CE€ COCTOM OJ] TCOMETPUCKH JN3ajHH ¥ MOTHBU KOU
ce OOMUKYBaHHM CO PEJIATHBHO MPEIM3HHU LPTEKUA U
CKIagHu POPMH CO M3Pa3eHO YyBCTBO 32 CHMETpHja
U KOJIOPUCTHYKA XapMOHHMja. Pe3ynrarure o aHau-
3HUTE KOU C€ MPE3CHTUPAHHU BO OBOj TPY[ MOKaXyBa-
aT Jieka OBHE MO3aWId UMAaT UICHTUYHN TEXHUYKH,
UKOHOTPa()CKH U CTHIICKH KaPAKTEPUCTHKH CO MO3a-
WYHHUTE TOI0BH O Bropara (aza ox Cunarora II Bo
Cro6u. [IpaBuiHara u3paboTKa Ha TECEPUTE, MAHU-
POT Ha peickhe co Maju (Gyru, u300poT Ha MaTepuja-
TUTE, TUMEH3UHUTE U KOJOPUTOT Ha TECEPUTE, KAKO
U cnenu(UYHUTEe TEOMETPUCKH JU3ajHH, MOTUBU U
Oop/IypH KOM Ce MOBTOpPYBaaT Kaj MO3auIUTe O JIBE-
Te rpajgdu, ro OTKPUBAaT YMETHUYKHOT PAaKOMHUC Ha
€IHO MO03an4apcKo arenje koe padoreno Bo Ctodu
KOH CpeAiHAaTa WK BO BTopaTa nojiosuHa ox IV Bek.

Moszautmre BO opus segmentatum KOU c€ OTKpHe-
HH BO TEPMATHUOT KOMILIEKC O pe3UICHIHjaTa nMa-
aT 3HAYUTENTHO Momo0pa cocTojOa O MPETXOMHHUTE.
JlexopaTuBHUTE apaH)XKMaHU Ha JIBaTa MO3auIU CE
COCTOjaT O] €IHOCTABHH I'€OMETPUCKHU JHM3ajHH KOH
ce ohopMeHH CIIOOOIHO U CO HEMpPaBUIHU (HOPMHU.
OBue Mo3an ce m3paboTeHHW O APYTH MoO3anda-
pU KOW HajBEepOjaTHO Owiie WHCIHPHUPAHU O] OpUS
segmentatum nexopanujara o1 TeogocujaHckaTa ma-
nara Bo Ctobou. BpemeTo Ha HacTaHyBame Ha OBUC
MO3aHYHU apaH)KMaHU MOXKE CaMO MPHUOJIMAKHO J1a Ce
OJIpe/Iv BO IpBaTa MOJIOBHHA 01 V BEK.

Cute MO3aM4YHHM TIOJIOBH KOWM TH YyKpacyBaie
MIPOCTOPHHTE O] OBaa rpaaoda, Owiie MOCTaBeHH YIITE
BO BPEMETO Kora rpandara Ouia MmpuBaTHA Pe3HJICH-
ja. Criopen AoceraniHuTe CO3HaHuja, HajroJeM JelT
O]l HUB OCTaHaJIie BO yrnorpeda U OTKako rpajadara ja
nobwuia (pyHkinujata Ha Enuckoncka pe3ueHImja Bo
JIOHUOT V miM Bo paHuoT VI Bek, a ocTaHane BO
ynotpeba cé 10 kpajot Ha VI Bek, kora pe3ueHIuja-
Ta OWJa HamyIITeHA.
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